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Every legislative session, about 20-30 agencies go through the Sunset process—the
regular assessment of the continuing need for a state agency or program to exist. The
Sunset Advisory Commission submitted its Report to the 85th Legislature on Friday,
Feb. 10. Per Sunset procedures, an agency, program, policy, or law will be abolished
on its "sunset" date unless the legislature passes a bill to continue it. Such bills often
enact revised policies as recommended in the review process. 
 

Wondering how you can find these bills? The Sunset Commission recently added a page
dedicated to the 85th Legislature where you can see which agencies were reviewed
and what bills have been filed. They also are tweeting Sunset bills as they are filed.

 

In addition, you can find Sunset bills on Texas Legislature Online. Select "Search" from
the top navigation, and pull down to "Bill Search." From that screen, go to the Subjects
section and click on "Select subject criteria." This will pull up the box as seen below.
(If your pop-up blocker is enabled, you may have to tell it to allow this exception.) Do
a search for "sunset," then select "Sunset--Commission Bills (I0772). Click on the right
arrow to move it to your "Selected" subjects, then click OK to return to the main Bill
Search screen.

 
 From here, you can click on "Search" in the top right corner, and you will get your
results. You can refine your results to particular subjects of interest, look back at past
years' sunset bills, and more.
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https://www.sunset.texas.gov/public/uploads/u64/Report to the 85th Legislature.pdf
https://www.sunset.texas.gov/85th-legislative-session
https://twitter.com/TX_Sunset
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/Home.aspx

